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Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

I bear witness by the Ancient Beauty, may my life be a sacrifice for His united friends, that there
is no joy and happiness for ‘Abdu’l-Bahá save the glad-tidings of unity and concord amongst the
friends, for the very foundation of the Cause of God is unity, harmony, and love, which must so
pervade the hearts, spirits, and souls of the beloved of God that all may become as a single
spiritual body, whereof each one is a limb and a member. It is therefore fitting and proper that
each should offer up and sacrifice himself for others. Should the friends attain to this lofty and
exalted station, then will the tabernacle of the Abhá Paradise be raised in the midmost heart of
the world, and the mountains, plains, and prairies will become the garden of the celestial
Concourse. O, how I yearn for that great bestowal! How intensely doth my heart thirst after that
soft-flowing water!

O loved ones of God! Ponder and reflect upon the gracious favours of the Blessed Beauty. That
holy Essence bore a hundred thousand ills and pains, and all His blessed days were spent in severe
affliction, so that souls might be raised up who, under the sheltering shadow of the all-compelling
Word of God, would become signs of Divine Unity and proofs of God’s singleness, manifestations
of love and dawning-places of the light of fellowship. They would turn away from estrangement
and apprehend the oneness of all illumined souls and realities. They would hoist the standard of
unity and raise up the pavilion of harmony. They would raise the wine-cup of primal oneness and,
dancing in the assemblage of Divine Unity, scatter the hosts of discord. O ye loved ones of God!
Hath dissension at any time brought forth any fruit, result, or profit? Nay, by God! Dissension hath
ever struck at the root of the tree of existence, while harmony hath transformed the ruins of the
world into the prosperous domain of the Placeless. The power of unity transcendeth the power of
oppression, and the oneness of the hearts is the dispeller of afflictions. Therefore, pray and
supplicate by day and night, and beg from Him who is the All-Glorious purity for the hearts and
faithfulness for the souls. Should one of the friends commit a failing, call ye to mind the
forgiveness of the Merciful Lord and oppose the evil within your own self. The self is in a state of
utmost pride and vainglory. We seek refuge with God! Beware of such pride, which seizeth the
reins from your hands and roveth in the wilderness of rebellion. There is no cure save tearful
supplication and no remedy but humble entreaty.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
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