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Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

Convey warmest, most loving greetings to Mark Tobey on my behalf, and heartfelt affection to
Marguerite Bull.1 What a sacred task is hers, serving helpless children! I ask God to assist her.

As for thee, obey the Convention,2 travel for a time, and teach. After that, work to perfect
thine art. For it is incumbent upon thee both to obey the Convention, and to perfect thine art.

I rejoice to hear that thou takest pains with thine art, for in this wonderful new age, art is
worship. The more thou strivest to perfect it, the closer wilt thou come to God. What bestowal
could be greater than this, that one’s art should be even as the act of worshipping the Lord? That
is to say, when thy fingers grasp the paintbrush, it is as if thou wert at prayer in the Temple.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

The English equivalent of this name written in Persian by ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá is not certain. ↩
Probably the Eleventh Annual Convention of the Bahá’í Temple Unity, held at Hotel McAlpin,
New York City, 26–30 April 1919, at which the Tablets of the Divine Plan were unveiled. ↩
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