
This document has been downloaded from the Bahá’í Reference Library. You are free to use its content subject to the terms of use found at www.bahai.org/legal

Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

Concerning the question of marriage and the stipulated period between the time of the
engagement and the marriage, this is the decisive text of the Book of God and may not be
interpreted. In the past, serious difficulties and problems arose when a long period of time elapsed
between the engagement and the marriage. Now, according to the text of the Book, when marriage
between the parties is arranged, i.e., when the parties become engaged, and it is certain that they
will be married, not more than ninety-five days should elapse before the marriage takes place,
during which period preparations for the dowry and other affairs may be made. The marriage
ceremony must take place on the same night as its consummation, that is, there should be no
interval of time between the ceremony and consummation. This is a clear text and is not subject
to interpretation, so that the difficulties that arose in the past may not recur on account of
interpretation.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
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