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Extract from a Tablet of ‘Abdu’l‑Bahá

Although a human being acquireth the faculties of sight, hearing, smell, and other human powers,
feelings, and perfections in the world of the womb, in that world the means and capacity do not
exist for these gifts to be manifested. Indeed, it is in no wise possible for sight or hearing to
become evident in the womb. But when the child passeth from the narrow confines of the
mother’s womb into this vast and bright world, its eyes will see, its ears will hear, its tongue will
speak, and its perfections will become apparent and manifest. It will then know of a certainty—
nay, clearly witness—that all these gifts were acquired and obtained in the dark world of the
womb, but that world lacked the capacity to disclose these secrets. Indeed, the unborn child itself
was utterly unaware of these gifts. Even if Gabriel had descended upon it and informed it that it
had been favoured with such grace and bounty in that dark and confined place, the child would
have rejected and denied it. Now, in like manner, with regard to the bounties, blessings, gifts, and
favours that have been bestowed upon holy souls in this world and the perfections which they
have acquired, this world doth not possess the capacity to disclose them. But when those souls
pass to the other worlds of God, that supreme bounty will be unveiled and that great mercy will
reveal its beauty. Likewise, if a fetus is deprived of these gifts, its deprivation becometh apparent
and manifest after its birth. Similarly, the deprivation and deficiencies of wayward souls will also
become clear and evident after they have passed away from this world.

—‘Abdu’l‑Bahá
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