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This Ḥuqúq which hath been mentioned, and the command of which hath issued forth from the
horizon of God’s Holy Tablet, hath benefits which are the prescribed lot of the individuals
themselves. By God! Were the people to know what hath been concealed from their eyes and
become fully aware of the ocean of grace which lieth hid within this divine command, all the
people of the world would offer everything they possess in order to be mentioned by Him. Blessed
is the man who hath been privileged to observe that which he hath been commanded by God, the
All-Knowing, the All-Wise….

As bidden by Him, no one is allowed to solicit payment of the Ḥuqúq. In the Book of God
everyone is enjoined to offer the Ḥuqúq spontaneously and in a spirit of joy and fellowship. I
beseech Him, the Most Exalted, to graciously enable everyone to do that which is pleasing and
acceptable unto Him.

And now concerning the poor, thou hast written to ask whether it is permissible to pay them
out of the Right of God. This is conditional upon permission having been granted. In each locality
where the Right of God is being received, details of it must be submitted to His exalted presence
together with a statement describing the position of the needy ones. Verily He doeth what He
willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth. If permission were to be given universally it would lead
to strife and give rise to trouble.

—Bahá’u’lláh
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